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o Physical and Biological Sciences (3 units) 
o Ethnic Studies (3 units) 
o Lifelong Learning and Self Development (2 units) 
 

 All degree requirements including general education must be completed with a grade of “C” or 
better.   

 
Courses selected to meet Hartnell’s general education requirements must meet the following standards: 

 Rigor: each course treats subject matter with a level of intellectual intensity that requires 
independent study. 

 Scope: each course introduces the student to a wide range of principles, perspectives, and 
knowledge within the discipline. 

 Autonomy: each course is a whole unto itself and not primarily part of a sequence of courses 
(each course provides exposure to foundations and fundamental tenets of the discipline). 

 Breadth: each course provides a generalizing rather than specializing experience within the 
subject matter of the discipline.  It relates knowledge within the discipline to other fields and 
disciplines, as well as to contemporary society. 

 Critical thinking: each course develops the student’s aptitude for conceptualizing, applying, 
analyzing, synthesizing, and evaluating information. 

 Communication and literacy:  each course provide opportunities for the student to develop and 
demonstrate both orally and in writing the ability to read, comprehend, and evaluate college-
level material. 

 Relevancy: each course relies upon current knowledge, technology, and instructional materials 
to achieve its objectives, as appropriate. 
 

Specific courses within the general education pattern at Hartnell fulfill the following criteria as related to 
their area of specialty: 

 Physical and Biological Sciences: these courses examine the physical universe, its life forms, 
and its natural phenomena.  Such courses help students appreciate and apply the scientific 
method and understand the relationships between science and other human activities. 

 Social and Behavioral Sciences: these courses focus on people as members of society. Such 
courses develop awareness of the method of inquiry used by the social and behavioral 
sciences. They stimulate critical thinking about the ways people act and have acted in 
response to their societies, and promote an appreciation of how societies and social 
subgroups operate. 

 Arts and Humanities: these courses study the cultural activities and artistic expressions of 
human beings. Such courses develop awareness of the ways in which people throughout the 
ages and in different cultures respond to themselves and the world around them in artistic and 
cultural creation and develop aesthetic understanding and an ability to make value judgments.  

 Ethnic Studies: these courses focus on the interdisciplinary and comparative study of race 
and ethnicity with special focus on four historically defined racialized groups: Native 
Americans, African Americans, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, and Latinx 
Americans. Courses that are approved to meet this requirement shall meet at least 3 of 
the 5 following core competencies. 

o Analyze and articulate concepts such as race and racism, racialization, ethnicity, 
equity, ethno-centrism, eurocentrism, white supremacy, self-determination, 
liberation, decolonization, sovereignty, imperialism, settler colonialism, and anti-




