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Service Animals:  DSPS Process 

 
Department of Supportive Programs and Services (DSPS) 

 
 

DRAFT 
Service Animals 

 
According to BP/AP3440, Title II and III of the ADA, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and CA state law, students with 
disabilities may be eligible to bring their service animals onto Hartnell College campuses, as well as participate in the 
College’s activities.   
 



 

SA DSPS Process – 2019 

 

Definition Amendments, Department of Justice (DOJ) 
The DSPS emphasis needs to be on whether the animal has been trained to provide a specific task that is directly related 
to the disability (documented through verification of disability and/or through observance by a DSPS Counselor, in 
accordance with Title 5 of the CA Education Code). 
 
The training of the animal that is referenced by the DOJ, shouldn’t be confused with the animal having (past tense) 
obedience training.  Even in training to provide the specific task that is directly related to the disability, the animal needs 
to be controlled by the student, be quiet, house broken, and remain on a leash at all times, while on College property or 
participating in College activities (even those off campus).       
  
Examples for Clarification 

- Being able to engage with my service animal in a tactile manner allows me to manage my disability 
o Not a service animal, as its presence to provide comfort is not justification 

- My emotional support animal has been trained to alert me when I am about to have an anxiety attack 
o Yes, a service animal. The term of what the student calls the animal isn’t relevant, as the animal is 

trained to provide a specific task that is directly related to the psychological disability.  An educational 
opportunity though by the DSPS Counselor 

- I have a vision/hearing disability, and my therapy animal has been trained to alert me to dangers in my 
environment 

o Yes, a service animal, as it’s been trained to provide a specific task that is directly related to the 
disability, no matter the label the student uses to describe the animal.  An educational opportunity by 
the DSPS Counselor 

 
The impact of the presence of the animal alone does not constitute a service animal m
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https://library.municode.com/ca/salinas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIITHCO_CH7ANFO
http://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/monterey-county-animal-services/the-law
http://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/monterey-county-animal-services/the-law
https://library.municode.com/ca/salinas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIITHCO_CH7ANFO
http://www.co.monterey.ca.us/government/departments-a-h/health/monterey-county-animal-services/the-law

