FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
USCIS Is Accepting DACA Renewal Applications

Last revised JANUARY 16, 2018

ON JANUARY 9, 2018, Judge William Alsup of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of
California ordered a halt IR WKH IHGHUDO JRYHUQPHQWV WHUPLQDILRQ RI WKH = HIHUUHG $FILRQ IRU
Childhood Arrivals, or DACA, program. In the case Regents of the University of California, et
al. v. Department of Homeland Security, et al., Alsup granted a preliminary injunction =2 a
temporary order blocking the termination of the DACA program while the case goes forward =
requiring U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) to begin accepting DACA renewal
applications again. On January 13, 2018, USCIS announced its process for accepting renewal
applications. USCIS also stated that further guidance about DACA renewal applications under
the court order would be provided later.

United We Dream and the National Immigration Law Center drafted the following answers
to frequently asked questions about the Jan. 13 announcement.

Can | submit a first-time application for DACA?

NO. If you have never had DACA before, you may not submit an application now. Only people
who have had DACA at some point in the past can submit a renewal application.

| have DACA. Can | apply for advance parole?
NO. USCIS will not accept advance parole applications from DACA recipients.

Can | submit an application to renew DACA?

YES. If you were granted DACA, you may submit an application to renew your DACA.! You must
also meet the following requirements in order to qualify for DACA renewal:

e You must not have departed the U.S. on or after August 15, 2012, without first having been
granted advance parole.

e You must have resided continuously


https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Regents-v-DHS-prelim-injunction-2018-01-09.pdf
http://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/consideration-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-process

FAQ: USCIS AccCEPTING DACA RENEWAL APPLICATIONS

application as if you were applying for the first time. If you had DACA and your DACA issuance
was cut short by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) (i.e., if DHS terminated your
DACA), you can obtain DACA again by filling out a DACA application as if you were applying for
the first time.

When the announcement that DACA was being terminated was made, USCIS imposed the
limitation that only people whose DACA expiration dates fell between September 5, 2017, and
March 5, 2018
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FAQ: USCIS AccCEPTING DACA RENEWAL APPLICATIONS

who is considered an 3LP PLIUDILRQ HQIRUFHPHQW SULRULI\ ~ WKH ULVNV DVVRFLDIHG ZLWK DSS0\LQJ
may be different if you have had interactions with law enforcement.

e If you have a deportation order, a voluntary departure order, or an administratively closed
immigration case, we highly recommend speaking to an attorney or BlA-accredited
representative prior to applying. Given the change in who is now considered an
3immigration enforcement priority ~ WKH ULVNV DVWRFLDIHG ZLIIK DSS0\LQJ PD\ KDYH FKDQJHG

e If you are currently in exclusion, deportation, or removal proceedings, you must submit any


http://www.nilc.org/faqdeferredactionyouth/
https://www.uscis.gov/i-765

FAQ: USCIS AccCEPTING DACA RENEWAL APPLICATIONS

NOTE: If your DACA was granted initially by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) and not USCIS, you must fill out all the sections and answer all the questions on the forms
and submit all supporting documentation as if you were filing an initial request. The completed
forms and supporting documentation must then be submitted to USCIS.

m What is the fee for the DACA renewal application?
When you apply to renew DACA, you must include


http://www.uscis.gov/forms/forms-and-fees/guidance-exemption-fee-form-i-765-filed-request-consideration-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals
http://www.uscis.gov/i-821d-addresses
http://www.uscis.gov/i-821d-addresses
http://www.uscis.gov/forms/forms-and-fees/consideration-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-fee-exemption-guidance
http://www.uscis.gov/forms/forms-and-fees/consideration-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-fee-exemption-guidance
http://www.uscis.gov/i-821d-addresses

FAQ: USCIS AccCEPTING DACA RENEWAL APPLICATIONS

recommend that your family members, particularly those with whom you live, consult with a
lawyer or BlA-accredited representative if they may be at risk of being deported because, for
example, they have a final removal order or a criminal conviction.

m My last renewal application was rejected because | did not meet the
October 5, 2017, deadline. Can | still apply to renew?

YES. You can apply for renewal even if your last application was rejected specifically due to not



