
ENVIRONMENTAL SCAN:  
SALINAS VALLEY 
 
Prepared for Hartnell College 

 
November 2016 

www.hanoverresearch.com 



Educational and Income Trends 

 Recent data from the U.S. Census Bureau indicate that the Salinas Valley region is home to a substantial 
population of potential adult learners. The region has 62,715 residents in the adult learner age group 
(i.e, ages 25 to 39), comprising 23 percent of the total population. Moreover, 24 percent of Salinas 
Valley adults aged 25 and older hold a high school diploma but have not completed any college. 
Census data show that adults have incentive to enroll in higher education programs, as residents with 
college experience report lower unemployment rates and higher incomes compared to those who did 
not attend college.  
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INCOME GROUP 
ESTIMATED 
NUMBER 

PERCENT 

$14,999 or Less 5,190 7.6% 

$15,000 to $24,999 15,201 22.3% 

$25,000 to $34,999 13,023 19.1% 

$35,000 to $49,999 12,119 17.8% 

$50,000 to $64,999 8,590 12.6% 

$65,000 to $74,999 3,752 5.5% 

$75,000 to $99,999 4,942 7.3% 

$100,000 or More 5,347 7.8% 

Income Distribution and Median Annual Earnings by Educational Attainment of Salinas Valley Regional Population, 2014* 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
* Income distribution represents median earnings of full-time, year-round workers aged 16 and older. Median earnings by 
educational attainment includes only adults aged 25 and older. 





High School Enrollment and Graduation Rates 

 High school enrollment and graduation rates indicate that the Salinas Valley also has a stable 
population of young adults from which Hartnell can draw students. ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ мо ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
a total enrollment of nearly 15,800 students and produce an average of 2,830 graduates each year. 
Three Salinas high schools (Alisal High, Salinas High, and Everett Alvarez High) have the highest 
enrollments in the region, with stable or increasing enrollments reported for two of the three 
schools.  
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Student Demand Trends 

 The certificate programs with the highest completions totals in the region include accounting, early 
childhood education and care, trade and vocational training, and allied health professions. While 
certificate programs in these fields typically report high volumes of awards, the number of 
completions vary from year-to-year, indicating that demand for certificates may be less stable 
ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎΦ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ 
assisting, and dental occupations experienced consistent positive growth.  
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PROGRAM 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 CAGR 

Liberal Arts and Sciences, General 699 586 727 830 956 8.1% 

Medical Assisting 49 45 83 86 125 26.4% 

Paralegal 73 74 80 89 62 -4.0% 

Cosmetology and Barbering 93 33 92 90 
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