
SJSU Impaction 2020



IMPACTION CAN BE CAMPUS-WIDE OR 

PROGRAM-SPECIFIC
Campus-Wide vs. Program-Specific

An undergraduate major or campus is designated as impacted when the number of applications received 

from fully qualified applicants during the initial filing period exceeds the number of available spaces. Such 

majors or campuses are permitted to use supplementary admission criteria to screen applications. 

Consideration for admission to any impacted major or campus is contingent on first meeting the regular 

admission requirements for the CSU. Supplementary admission criteria are used to screen all applicants 

for admission to impacted majors including those students currently enrolled at the campus in other 

majors and seeking access to the impacted major. Transfer students have the same priority as continuing 

students in being admitted to an impacted major. They must also meet the same supplemental admission 

criteria as continuing students.



Campus impaction (otherwise 

known as campus-wide impaction) 

means that a campus has 

exhausted existing enrollment 

capacity in terms of the instructional 

resources and physical capacity of 

the campus. Because the campus 

receives more eligible applicants 

during the initial admission 

application filing period than can be 

accommodated, the campus must 

therefore restrict enrollment to the 

campus.

Major impaction means that the 

number of applications from fully 

eligible students to a designated 

major during the initial filing period 

far exceeds the number of spaces 

available in that major. However, 

students can still be admitted in an 

alternate major, or they may 

eventually be admitted to the 

oversubscribed major if they meet 

the supplementary admission 

criteria.

CSU LOCAL ADMISSION AND SERVICE AREAS

https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/freshman/documents/csulocaladmission-serviceareas.pdf


TRANSFER STUDENTS’ ENROLLMENT OVER LAST 5 ACADEMIC YEARS



TRANSFER STUDENT ENROLLMENT AY 2017-2018



IMPACTION= COMPETITIVE ADMISSION PROCESS

CURRENTLY (SINCE 2012): 

San José State gives preference in the competitive admission process 

to “local” applicants. For freshmen, you are considered a “local” 

applicant if you will graduate from a high school in Santa Clara County. 

For transfer applicants, you are considered a “local” applicant if you 

will earn the majority of your transferable units at a college located in 

Santa Clara or Santa Cruz county.

All applicants are strongly encouraged to apply to an alternative 

campus that offers your preferred major.



2019-2020 PROPOSAL BY SJSU

“For the fall 2019 admission cycle, we will prioritize local residents by adding a 0.25 

GPA bump when making admission decisions whereas our previous GPA bump was 

a 0.2. Expanding our local admissions area would advantage a greater number of Bay Area 

students in the admission process and better serve our region in offering broader access to 

our unique and iconic programs of study that are in high demand. As an example, we offer 

13 undergraduate programs in our Charles W. Davidson College of Engineering, the most of 

any Bay Area university. Our current designation of local admissions area has also limited 

our efforts to ensure that our campus better reflects a more representative student body 

relative to the state of California. Our proposed admissions area expansion includes 

Alameda, Contra Costa, San Francisco and San Mateo counties for transfer 

students and these same counties plus Santa Cruz for first-time freshmen.”

http://www.sjsu.edu/impaction2020/

http://www.sjsu.edu/impaction2020/

